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Description automatically generated]Puppy Socialization Checklist
The socialization period for puppies is from 8-16 weeks. It is extremely important to expose your puppy to many (strive for 3-4) new positive experiences a day. These exposures should be fun and positive with liberal use of treats. Avoid traumatic experiences – remember to keep a comfortable distance that does not elicit fear. This list is not inclusive be creative.
	PEOPLE
	OTHER DOGS

	· Men
	· Puppies

	· Women
	· Dogs with cropped ears

	· Children – of all ages
	· Dogs with docked tails

	· Racially diverse people
	· Smaller dogs

	· People wearing hats
	· Dogs of similar size

	· People wearing sunglasses
	· Larger dogs

	· People opening/using umbrellas
	· Fluffy dogs

	· People on bikes
	· Black dogs

	· People on skateboards
	· Groups of dogs

	· People with loud voices
	· Dogs with similar play styles

	· People with deep voices
	· Dogs with different play styles

	· Wheelchairs, walkers, canes, crutches
	

	· People jogging/running
	SOUNDS

	· Children playing
	· Thunderstorms

	· People swimming/splashing
	· Fireworks

	· People dancing
	· Kids laughing/screaming

	· Tall people
	· Loud music

	· Short people
	· Car backfiring

	· Large people
	· Vacuum

	· Various hairstyles and colors
	· Hair Dryer

	
	· Dremel

	OTHER ANIMALS
	· Motorcycle

	· Birds
	· Doorbell/knocking

	· Cats
	· Clapping

	· Livestock
	

	· Ferrets, rats, rabbits, chinchillas
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	HEALTH & GROOMING
	SURFACES

	· Teeth brushing
	· Puddle

	· Nail clipping
	· Creek

	· Ear cleaning
	· Grass

	· Eye cleaning/examination
	· Blacktop

	· Brushing/combing
	· Tunnel

	· Bathing
	· Sidewalk/road drains

	· Having temperature taken
	· Stairs

	· Allowing someone to look in/feel around mouth
	· Trampoline

	· Lying on back
	· Crawl under chair/table/legs

	· Lying on side
	

	· Wearing a leash, collar/harness
	WEATHER

	· Wearing a jacket or backpack
	· Rain

	· Wearing a muzzle
	· Sleet

	
	· Snow

	ENVIRONMENTS
	· Hail

	· Rural
	· Thunder

	· Urban
	· Lightening

	· Suburban
	· Muddy yard

	· Riding in the car
	· Wind

	· Swimming in a pond/creek/lake
	

	· Being crated
	HOUSEHOLD EXPOSURES

	· Dog training classroom
	· Vacuuming

	· Other people’s houses
	· Raking

	· Public park
	· Mowing the lawn

	· Boarding kennel
	· Sprinklers

	· Vet’s office
	· Sweeping and mopping

	· Grooming salon
	· Carrying grocery bags

	· Pet store
	· Visitors (two- and four-legged)

	· Exercise pen
	· Maintenance workers

	· Dog shows
	· Mail delivery person

	· Dog sporting events
	· Neighbors at fence

	· Camping (in tent or RV)
	· Neighboring dogs

	· Hotel room
	

	· Outdoor café
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	RECOMMENDED READING:

	· Puppy Start Right – Foundation Training for the Companion Dog

	                      Kenneth M. Martin, DVM and Debbie Martin, RVT, VTS (Behavior), CPDT-KA, KPA CTP

	· Puppies for Dummies

	                      Sarah Hodgson

	
	

	RECOMMENDED PODCAST:

	· The Dog’s Way Podcast: Dog Training for Real Life

	                      Sean McDaniel
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